A Tributeto Igor Plechanov
by Dudley Jones

Igor Plechanov

| was saddened to learn of Igor's death in Speedway Stas fortunate enough to
have seen Igor ride during his prime. Here are a few pdrswarmaories.

Igor was the first good Russian rider to become knownemdst, and arguably their
greatest ever.

Those old enough may remember him for his smiling faceestlenough to melt the
cold war, and his friendly disposition - here was atgaezgbassador.

| believe he first became known in 1961. | first saw hinfWembley, in the first ever
test match with USSR. The Russians were not thatgtiaut they were great triers.
However, Igor, and Boris Samorodov were genuinely wodds. Igor was twice
runner up in the World Championship, no mean feat in tleeodf WC days, when
you did not ride regularly in the west.

Igor's style was all action, rather like that of BaBryggs, and he was VERY GOOD
INDEED. Almost a veteran in terms of age he wasfif@ or six years, a true
superstar.

| have seen it suggested that he could not come from tlke Blais was not true, in
my experience we was very good at it, and did it modtefime. Igor tried 110%,
always and | think there can be no doubt that, had herriftdea UK team, he would
have won the title more than once. In the days @d3t Fundin, Knutssen, etc., this
man could live with the best.



Perhaps my best memory is when dear old Norwich, le&m to get one over on the
rest, decided upon their own test match, Norwich v USS#ortunately, the 'powers
that were' vetoed this at the last minute, and allowdygfour Russians to appear.
Offered a best pairs event, the Russians elected toh@atest match format, each
riding in every other heat throughout the evening. It graat racing. 18 heats,
Plechanov, Chekranov, Kurilenko and Kadirov two, them, twith no reserves to call
on.

Igor scored 19 points, plus a fall while racing Olle Nygtiarhis 9 heats.

Fundin scored an 18 point maximum, Nygren got 17, Hedge Baled 8.

Kurilenko got 16, Kadirov 9 and Chekranov 9, none had beemtwith before.

In 1964 not many people beat Nygren around Norwich, but égde that point from
Olle. The score, USSR 55, Norwich 53........ in whatedraut to be Norwich's best
ever year in the top flight.

Believe me, this smiling, badge swapping racer was orneedftie speedway greats.

Thanks for the memories Igor.

We always welcome and value any feedback from our késitbyou’d like to comment on this article
then please fill in our feedback formtstp://www.speedwayplus.com/lgorPlechanov.shtml#feedback




