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Former Ipswich promoter John Berry has fashioned a aegec as a speedway writer
of some note in recent years. His feature piecesackiBack' magazine and his books
'‘Confessions of a Speedway Promoter' and 'More Confesssiave been well
received, have shed considerable light on events frerpdbt and even suggested
future directions for the sport to take.

In between his '‘Confessions' books another piece of his othe bookshelves, then
seemed to sink without trace. The book in question wadifiglinto Hell", a novel,
and we actually featured an extract from it here orsitiee In retrospect that was
probably a mistake as the extract doesn't really makseson its own and you don't
really get a feel for what the book is like.

When read in its entirety it’s actually an entertagnmece of fiction, set in and
around (but not exclusively about) speedway. The centrahctaa is Vincent
Hansing, a paralysed speedway rider that makes his fondne@ves into the
promotional side of the sport. Initially his motives lm&ed to a thirst for revenge
against the sport and individuals that led to his paralgsidhie gets more involved his
attitude softens and he ends up doing the sport a lot of ¢joamugh some of his
methods are probably not advocated in the BSPA handbook.

Berry's frustrations as a promoter are clearly exdiegbin the way these sections of
the book are written. He makes sure that Vincent Hangisghe sport of the old-
school, self serving promoters and is actively able teedrhange. The result, in this
fictional world, is a sport much more fit for purposel amtune with the modern
world. Scattered throughout the text are referencésetchanges that 'Vincent' would



like to make to speedway, the majority of which seemiskndNe're even told that
he's come up with a solution to the age-old problem of gigkessy though
frustratingly we're not told what it is!

Worryingly, there's so much evidence of skulduggery andfidog in this tale, the
reader is left to wonder how much of this is based anyBereal life experience and
how much is purely fiction. Similarly, several chamstseem to be based heavily on
some of the sport's personalities from years gone . pbpular former World
Champion Bryce Penrith, 'Crazy Jack' Miller and ttagent turned promoter Steve
Bray being particularly obvious examples. Now these tareall likeable enough
characters in the book, but are the more unsavourpacieas, and there are plenty,
also based on real people? We can only hope that timey,rer that if they are, those
individuals are long gone from the sport.

If speedway is the primary subject in the book, thenels no doubt about the second
most important — sex. There's lots of it, Vincent'sleiof friends certainly don't go
short and constantly rearrange themselves into diffgmeupings (note that the word
pairings would not have been appropriate). If you like yawefs to contain some
lesbianism, bi-sexuality and the graphic description of seaeta| then this could be
the book for you. It's definitely not one for the yguor the easily offended.

There are some minor gripes with the book. The naf#®deams in the league are
a combination of real tracks (Glasgow), real placeg(Bon) and some totally
invented (Shelford). It may have been better to avoid mittiegh up in this fashion
as it does seem odd when Marsdon are racing againgrEMetrsdon, one of the
fictional place names used, actually switches betweery called Marsdon and
Marsden from page to page. Another small gripe is thevedisevhich Vincent
acquires his vast wealth, although great pains are taleptain how it's happened,
he’'d have to been a latter-day King Midas to make quite sd fnam so little initial
capital.

It seems unlikely that Berry's novel is ever going t& pip awards, it hasn't to date
certainly, but don't let that put you off. If you'relong for a book to read at the
poolside on your summer holidays then consider thislgéa@ne of those books that's
difficult to get into at first, you need to persevervethe first couple of chapters —
after that it's plain sailing and you'll become gripped bynthéi-layered plot and the
insights into the world of the speedway promoter.

Order your copy by calling the Retro-Speedway order hotline number - 01708
734 502
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We always welcome and value any feedback from our késitbyou’d like to comment on this article
then please fill in our feedback form at
http://www.speedwayplus.com/SlidingIntoHellReview.shtméfieack




